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From the President
Welcome 2022
anuary is the time of resolutions. I don’t know about
JHowever,
you, but I gave up on resolutions a long time ago.
I will continue to enjoy and participate in the
art of woodcarving.

this newsletter.

As I predicted last month, the Christmas banquet was a
great success. The choir from Carmel Christian School
sang beautifully. We thank Verna Clark and her hard
work with those teenagers. Photos can be found later in

Club election will be held on January 11, 2022. Those nominated and accepted
nomination are:
President: Bob Gerbe
LECTIONS
Vice President: Bill Robinson
Secretary: Tom Bowling
ANUARY
Treasurer: Rich DiFranco
3 year Board Member: Steve Stillitano
2 year Board Member: Rocky Paiano (he will take Bill Robinson’s seat)
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President’s message continued

Wahoo McDaniel will continue for his final year as a board member.
The 39th Annual Showcase of Woodcarvings is less than 4 months away. I trust
you are working on carvings to enter. You can enter up to five (5) carvings in a
category (this year only) carved since 2019 (3 years). These are rule changes
due to covid.
We must also remember that we need to participate in the operation of the
show. The showcase committee is working getting ready for the event, but
when April 1 comes we need workers, plenty of workers. Setup is a big job as
well as tear down. During the show we will need workers to help in the
Hospitality/Club table to help direct visitors and sell club apparel. There are too
many jobs to list here so just make plans to take time to help during the show.
I believe Covid will be with us for the duration, but don’t let that hinder your
attendance at the Tuesday club meeting. If you can, please come back and join
us on Tuesday anytime between 9 am to 7 pm. We have novice to advanced
carvers, young to old, carving everything from bark houses to caricatures to
chip carvings and birds. The conversation is inviting as well.

“Youʼll never get bored when you try something
new. Thereʼs really no limit to what you can do.”
Dr. Seuss
Cutting-Edge Carving
Neil McGuire
Charlotte Woodcarvers Club
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Christmas Banquet 2021
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Wood Chip Chatter
By carverbobk
Used by permission

Editors Input

Wood Finishing Oil Comparison – Parts 1 & 2
Last week we had an enlightening discussion on the difference in the oils used to
treat basswood before painting (Editors Note; you will need to go to the website to
see the article he describes). I explained the difference in the properties of six oils:
Walnut Oil, Mineral Oil, Tried & True, Tung Oil, Danish Oil and Linseed Oil. …
Walnut oil is oil extracted from walnuts, Juglana regia. The oil contains polyunsaturated fatty acids, mono-saturated fatty acids, and saturated fats.
Composition: Walnut oil is composed largely of polyunsaturated fatty acids (72% of
total fats), particularly alpha-linolenic acid (14%) and linoleic acid (58%), oleic
acid (13%), and saturated fats (9%).
Walnut oil was one of the most important oils used by Renaissance painters. Its short
drying time and lack of yellow tint make it a good oil paint base thinner and brush
cleaner.
Some woodworkers favor walnut oil as a finish for implements that will come in
contact with food, such as wooden bowls, because of its safety. Rancidity is not an
issue because walnut oil dries when applied to wood in a thin coating. People who
mix oil and wax to formulate wood finishes value walnut oil as an ingredient
because of the edibility of both ingredients. The oil typically is combined with
beeswax in a mixture of 1/3 oil to 2/3 beeswax.
Mineral oil is any of various colorless, odorless, light mixtures of higher
alkanes from a mineral source, particularly a distillate of petroleum, as distinct from
usually edible vegetable oils.
Toxicology: The World Health Organization classifies untreated or mildly treated
mineral oils as group 1 carcinogens to humans, meaning known to be carcinogenic to
humans; highly refined oils are classified as group 3, meaning that they are not
suspected to be carcinogenic, but available information is not sufficient to classify
them as harmless. (Editors Note; please go to the article on the website for more
information)
Mineral oil’s ubiquity has led to its use in some niche applications as well: Mineral oil
is used for treating and preserving wooden butcher block counter tops.
Tried & True (Traditional Danish Oil) Most finishes today contain petroleum
distillates, solvents or heavy metal drier additives. This Danish oil doesn’t. Pure
polymerized linseed oil with no additives, it strictly adheres to the standards
established by the FDA (Food and Drug Administration) and qualifies as non-toxic
and safe for food-contact surfaces in both its uncured and cured (wet and dry) states.
An ideal choice for kitchenware and furniture, it penetrates deeply into wood
surfaces and builds to a durable, water-resistant satin sheen.
Continued on next page
You can join Bob’s mailing list and receive weekly tips by going to:
https://woodchipchatter.com/
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The oil is applied sparingly to the surface, allowed to penetrate for 5 minutes and
then wiped clean and buffed dry. Subsequent coats can be applied in as little as 24
hours though allowing 2 to 3 days between coats will speed curing of the finish. Good
protection is achieved with 2 to 3 coats. Buff surfaces occasionally to maintain sheen.
Tung oil or China wood oil is a drying oil obtained by pressing the seed from
the nut of the tung tree (Vernicia fordii). Tung oil hardens upon exposure to air
(through polymerization), and the resulting coating is transparent and has a deep,
almost wet look. Used mostly for finishing and protecting wood, after numerous
coats, the finish can even look plastic-like. Related drying oils include linseed,
safflower, poppy, and soybean oils.
Linseed oil, also known as flaxseed oil or flax oil (in its edible form), is a colorless to
yellowish oil obtained from the dried, ripened seeds of the flax plant (Linum
usitatissimum). The oil is obtained by pressing, sometimes followed by solvent
extraction. Linseed oil is a drying oil, meaning it can polymerize into a solid form.
Owing to its polymer-forming properties, linseed oil can be used on its own or
blended with combinations of other oils, resins or solvents as an impregnator, drying
oil finish or varnish in wood finishing, as a pigment binder in oil paints, as
a plasticizer and hardener in putty, and in the manufacture of linoleum.
When used as a wood finish, linseed oil dries slowly and shrinks little upon
hardening. Linseed oil does not cover the surface as varnish does, but soaks into the
(visible and microscopic) pores, leaving a shiny but not glossy surface that shows off
the grain of the wood. A linseed oil finish is easily scratched, and easily repaired.
Only wax finishes are less protective. Liquid water penetrates a linseed oil finish in
mere minutes, and water vapor bypasses it almost completely. Patio
furniture treated with linseed oil may develop mildew.
Danish oil is a wood finishing oil, often made of tung oil or polymerized linseed oil.
Because there is no defined formulation, its composition varies among
manufacturers.
Danish oil is a hard drying oil, meaning it can polymerize into a solid form when it
reacts with oxygen in the atmosphere. It can provide a hard-wearing, often waterresistant satin finish, or serve as a primer on bare wood before applying paint or
varnish. It is a “long oil” finish, a mixture of oil and varnish, typically around onethird varnish and the rest oil.
Uses: When applied in coats over wood, Danish oil cures to a hard satin finish that
resists liquid well. As the finished coating is not glossy or slippery, it is a suitable
finish for items such as food utensils or tool handles, giving some additional water
resistance and also leaves a dark finish to the wood. Special dyed grades are
available if wood staining is also needed.

(Editors Note: Bob has some interesting discussions with readers on this topic. Follow
the link to his page to read further.)
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Thank You
Wow! Your donation of 149 pounds will go a long way to feed our neighbors
in need. Experiencing a pandemic, the past few months have been trying
for all of us, as we navigate through this time to the best of our abilities.
Our staff, volunteers, donors, and partners keep showing up, day after day,
serving in any way possible to take care of neighbors who need us. This
team effort allowed us to serve over 120,000 neighbors in need last year!
A Loaves & Fishes client, Katie, recently picked up food boxes to feed her
family at a mobile pantry. “I just wanted to reach out and thank you. My
family of 4 got food from you yesterday for the first time as CMS was
closed. I literally cried after opening all the food. My daughter said her
heart was filled with so much joy. Thank you all so much for helping our
family during this hard time. We appreciate all you do, and I look forward
to giving back one day.” Thanks to you, moms like Katie won’t have to
worry about how to feed their children during this difficult time.
Again, thank you for thinking of those who work the front lines providing
nutritious food for our neighbors in need.
In service,
Lindsey Silliman
Community Engagement Coordinator

Issue 40

Page 6

Number 1

Chickadee Carving Class

Butch Elder
Al Koko

Bill Robinson

Neil McGuire

Dave Clark

Rich DiFranco

Rocky Paiano

Issue 40

Lee Servatius lead a class on bird
carving. He did a very thorough and
patient job instructing. We started with
a cutout and turned it into these
Chickadees, well, except for Butch who
changed his design a little. After
carving, burning, stoning, sanding and
painting, we came up with these
results. An enjoyable learning
experience. Thanks Lee.
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In Memoriam
George Kenneth Agardi, 95, of Midland, NC and
West Sayville, NY, died on Tuesday, November 2,
2021.
Mr. Agardi was born April 17, 1926 in Manhattan to
Gabor and Rose Toth Agardi. The youngest of four
children, he was raised in Ronkonkama, NY, and
later moved his own family to the south shore of
Long Island.
Mr. Agardi was an avid outdoorsman with a love of
fishing, hunting, canoeing, and exploring the
Adirondack Mountains of upstate NY. He spent the
whole of his professional career teaching high school
marine biology and coaching track & field, and he
took tremendous joy in seeing his students succeed
in both. He was intentional in sharing his love of
science and the sea with his children and grandchildren, inspiring their own
pursuits in science and outdoor careers.
Mr. Agardi was an accomplished artist, painting images of his beloved
mountains, and carving and selling hundreds of life-like ducks and birds in his
lifetime. He also enjoyed writing, and penned thousands of poems and short
stories, most of which went to his grandchildren as they grew up. He was
gregarious, charming, and beloved.
He was preceded in death by his parents, siblings Helen, Liz and Gabe, and his
wife of 66 years, Mary Martha.
He is survived by his daughter and son-in-law, Diane Agardi Powell and Dennis
Powell; his granddaughter, Dr. Rebecca Powell Doherty; his grandsons, Craig
Agardi and Ryan Powell; his four great grandchildren; and numerous extended
family.
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Club Officers
Neil McGuire
President

Bob Gerbe
Vice President

Bill Robinson
Board
Member

Tom Bowling
Secretary

David McDaniel

Rich DiFranco
Treasurer
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Neil Zyp
Membership
Committee

Lisa MurphyStafford
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