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From the President
Happy Thanksgiving To Your Family
ell, there are no club
W
activities, events or classes
this November. How strange is

that? We had a successful
Waxhaw Autumn Treasures on
October 9 and 10. Many people
stopped and spoke with us. The
last Matthews Farmers Market was the 30th, and all went well
there as well.
Looking forward, we will have our annual Christmas banquet on December 7. Again,
we will use Carmel Presbyterian Church’s fellowship hall. This year we will have the
choir from Carmel Christian Academy as our guests and entertainment. They will
give us a Christmas program lasting about 20 minutes. I know
the director, and am looking forward to the music she has
chosen.
Speaking of the Christmas banquet, I would appreciate anyone
who has a donation for giveaways. Anything will do; a carving,
knife, finishing materials, books, etc. What you donate we will
give away to the lucky few.

Christmas
banquet on
December 7
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President’s message continued

It is time for our annual elections in January. Nominations will be accepted by
Rod Gatlin again this year. Nomination deadline is Dec 28 for the January 11
election.
Covid is on the decline, so, if you can, please join us on Tuesday anytime from
9am to 6pm. We have novice to advanced carvers, young to old, carving
everything from bark houses to caricatures to chip carvings and birds. The
conversation is inviting as well.
Thanksgiving is one of the three (3) most significant holidays we have, at least
as far as I am concerned. (Christmas and Easter being the other two.) Those
102 souls who left the comfort of civilization and sailed to the New World are
inspiring. Their arrival was delayed due to weather on route, which caused
them to remain on the ship their first winter. Half of them died that winter!
They depended upon God and one another to build a society which would
grow to what we have today. They suffered, but persevered. I find them
amazing and worthy of remembering. So, God may bless you during this
Thanksgiving season.

“The Pilgrims made seven times more graves than huts. No
Americans have been more impoverished than these who,
nevertheless, set aside a day of thanksgiving.”
H. U. Westermayer
Quixotic Carving
Neil McGuire
Charlotte Woodcarvers Club

Issue 39

Page 2

Number 9

From the Editor
Your editor has been working on carving and painting a Chickadee, so I haven’t
had the time to put in on the editorial article. So I am including part of an
article by Mike Pounders on painting a plaid pattern.

How To Paint Plaid by Mike Pounders*
I recently completed a Mark Akers rough out and several
people were interested in how I painted the flannel shirt
the guy was wearing. It won’t seem so difficult once you
go through the steps a time or two! I used 4 different
colors for mine: a light coffee color, dark blue, darker
brown, and a darker blue. The colors can be your choice
but a light color and dark one usually work better
together. These are acrylic paints thinned to a wash.
I bought these little plastic containers in the paint section
at the hobby store and I like to use them to mix slightly
larger quantities of paint. I really like adding the paint
and water and being able to shake it to get a really wellmixed shade that I like … plus to keeps longer and is
ready to be used immediately when I get the urge to
paint.
I use a round brush that holds a good bit of paint, but has
a fine tip that lets me paint details as needed. I use it for
the wide stripes, but a flat brush might work better. The
other brush is a long liner, that I use for the thinner lines
and stripes. I have a smaller one but this one holds a bit
more paint so I can make a line in one continuous stroke.

…
NOTE: There is much more to this article. To read the complete
article please follow this link.

Wood Chip Chatter
By carverbobk
Used by permission
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Newest Members:

Bailey Brown is a new member this
month. She joins us as a youth
member.
We met Bailey at the Waxhaw festival
when she joined her mother, Stacy.

Vince Avalos also joined this
month. He lives in the same
neighborhood as Lee Servatius
and started coming at Lee’s
invitation.

As with all new members, she is
learning new skills with the comfort
bird project.

Lee got Vince started on carving a
boot, and he did a very nice job.
He finished that, and started on a
dog.

Welcome Bailey.

Welcome Vince
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Failing Forward
By The John Maxwell Company | June 11, 2011 | 13
Vincent Van Gogh failed as an art dealer, flunked his entrance exam to theology school, and
was fired by the church after an ill-fated attempt at missionary work. In fact, during his life,
he seldom experienced anything other than failure as an artist. Although a single painting by
Van Gogh would fetch in excess of $100 million today, in his lifetime Van Gogh sold only one
painting, four months prior to his death.
Before developing his theory of relativity, Albert Einstein encountered academic failure. One
headmaster expelled Einstein from school and another teacher predicted that he would
never amount to anything. Einstein even failed his entrance exam into college.
Prior to dazzling the world with his athletic skill, Michael Jordan was cut from his
sophomore basketball team. Even though he captured six championships, during his
professional career, Jordan missed over 12,000 shots, lost nearly 400 games, and failed to
make more than 25 would-be game-winning baskets.
Failure didn’t stop Vincent Van Gogh from painting, Albert Einstein from theorizing, or
Michael Jordan from playing basketball, but it has paralyzed countless leaders and
prevented them from reaching their potential.
At some point, all great achievers are tempted to believe they are failures. But in spite of
that, they persevere. In the face of adversity, shortcomings, and rejection, they hold onto selfbelief and refuse to see themselves as failures. Here are seven abilities of achievers that
enable them to rebound from failure and keep moving forward.
Seven Principles for Failing Forward
Reject Rejection
Achievers who persevere do not base their self-worth on their performance. On the contrary,
they have a healthy self-image that’s not dictated by external events. When they fall short,
rather than labeling themselves a failure, they learn from mistakes in their judgment or
behavior.
Don’t Point Fingers
When people fail, they’re often tempted to blame others for their lack of success. By pointing
fingers, they sink into a victim mentality and cede their fate to outsiders. When playing the
blame game, people rob themselves of learning from their failures and alienate others by
refusing to take responsibility for mistakes.
See Failure as Temporary
People who personalize failure see a problem as a hole they’re permanently stuck in,
whereas achievers see any predicament as temporary. One mindset wallows in failure, the
other looks forward to success. By putting mistakes into perspective, achievers are able to
see failure as a momentary event, not a symptom of a lifelong epidemic.
Set Realistic Expectations
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Unrealistic goals doom people to failure. For instance, if a person hasn’t exercised for five
years, then making it to a gym twice a week may be a better goal than running in next
month’s marathon. Also, some people insensibly expect to be perfect. Everyone fails, so
expect setbacks and emotionally prepare to deal with them.
Focus on Strengths
Don’t invest time shoring up non-character flaws at the exclusion of investing in your
strengths. People operating from a position of strength enjoy a far lower rate of failure than
those laboring in areas of weakness. You’re built to give your talents to the world; be diligent
about finding expressions for them in your career.
Vary Approaches to Achievement
In the Psychology of Achievement, Brian Tracy writes about four millionaires who made
their fortunes by age 35. On average, these achievers were involved in 17 businesses before
they finding the one that took them to the top. They kept trying and changing until they
found something that worked.
Bounce Back
Rehashing missteps and blunders for too long sabotages concentration and eats away at selfconfidence. When dealing with failure, achievers have short memories. They quickly forget
the negative emotions of setbacks and press forward resiliently. While taking pause to learn
from failures, achievers realize that the past cannot be altered.
Summary
I believe it’s nearly impossible for any person to believe he or she is a failure and move
forward at the same time. For those who have been downsized, let go, or bankrupted, the
temptation may be to internalize failure. My hope is that anyone who has suffered setbacks
recently will be able to separate life’s unfortunate events from their self-worth. Failure, like
death and taxes, will happen. Your response to failure holds the key to your future.

Editors Note: I found this article inspiring. We, and I am speaking to my self here, can get
discouraged and want to put down our knives because we can’t get an eye to look right, or an
expression just so, or a chip that tears out. We (I) need to keep at it.
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Announcements
Weekly Carving Meetup
▪

Club carving on Tuesdays from 9am to 6pm.
Come when you can, leave when you must.

▪

We carve at the Cathcart Center, Carmel
Presbyterian Church

The 39th Showcase of Woodcarvings
April 1-3, 2022 Show
Theme is Anything Tom Wolfe
Correction: the September issue had an
incorrect photo of Tom Wolfe. It should have
been Pete Ortel.

Registration for the Showcase will
begin the first week in November.
Entry fees have not changed, but the
Prize Money has been increased to
$2500 with more opportunities to
win. More information to follow.

Bill Johnson will be teaching at the John C. Campbell
school January 10-14, for an intermediate-to-advanced
level chip carving class. If you’re still interested, I’d love
to hear from you. But first, let the Registrar at The Folk
School, hear from you. This class is limited to 10
students!
The Registration process is painless. If you get into the
class (or told that you’ll be next, please call to let me
know at: 828-226-6040.
Class Information Page: Carolina Mountain Reefs
Blog Page with expanded information: Carolina
Mountain Reefs Blog
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Club Officers
Neil McGuire
President

Bob Gerbe
Vice President

Bill Robinson
Board
Member

Tom Bowling
Secretary

David McDaniel

Rich DiFranco
Treasurer
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