
With the lockdown our calendar is clear, and very little is
happening. Yet, we are carving every Tuesday from 9am to
6pm at the Carmel Presbyterian Church Cathcart Center.
We usually have six (6) carvers in the morning, then we
might take a lunch break and come back to the afternoon
crowd of about a dozen (12). The governor has increased the size of
indoor gatherings to twenty-five (25), so we have room to grow and
remain within the safety guidelines. So how about rejoining us next
Tuesday and help grow the crowd to that new limit?
Ron Dowdy and Bill Johnson joined for us a day in February. It was a
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great opportunity to get to know them better, and the opportunity
to learn from the best. One of our new members got personal
attention from Ron on how to make a face. Great time for all.
I follow a carver on InstaGram who is very good and very creative.
However, the pandemic has had a very negative effect on him. His
last post was; “Just a post to say all gumption to create anything
has gone at the moment. I just cant be bothered. Struggling with
this lockdown thing. Struggling with inspiration. Struggling with
social media. Struggling with me! Just dreaming of the day we can
return to my favourite happy place. …” I don’t have a personal
relationship with this person, but I wish him the best in this depressing time.

I include this because there are probably
some club members that are struggling
like this carver. If you are struggling, please
get some help. I am sure that carving in a
group is therapy for each of us, it is for me.
So again, I urge you, if you are able, come
back to carving on Tuesdays. We have a
great time together.
Just to keep you up to date, the Showcase
Committee will be meeting on March 16th
to make a decision on the fate of the 2021
Showcase. If you have information that
you would like to share with the
committee, please do so. You can email
me at

webmaster@charlottewoodcarvers.com or Lisa Murphy-Stafford at
LISAMCharlotte@aol.com and let us know your thoughts.
We had our second club meeting on Zoom on the 23rd, and it was another
success. It is good to see the others, and what they are carving. We will
have another meeting on the 23rd of March, so mark your calendars and
look for an email for login instructions.
The club budget for the 2021-22 fiscal year is attached. It is essentially a
copy of the previous year.

“No matter what happens, or how bad it
seems today, life does go on, and it will be

better tomorrow.” Maya Angelou
Adventurous Carving
Neil McGuire
Charlotte Woodcarvers Club President
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Let’s Begin With Knives

We use knives. That is obvious you say, but a dull knife is a dangerous
knife.

A knife with a sharp edge is easier to control, giving the desired result. We
woodcarvers need to take the time to develop sharpening techniques that
results in a consistently sharp knife.

The two surfaces of a knife blade define the edge and how sharp it is. Both
surfaces need to be worked produce a sharp edge.

On the most basic level, sharpening moving the knife on an abrasive to
achieve an edge, not a flat spot. The figure shows this process. You must
move the knife blade on the abrasive until the knife is sharp. Sounds simple
right?

Everyone has a preferred sharpening technique, and no one has the perfect
procedure. When used correctly, any process will produce a sharp edge,
whether an oil stone, power sharpener, water stone, ceramics, diamonds,
abrasive paper or compounds. You must
find the media that works for you, and
your budget.

Begin with a coarse abrasive. Use 600-
1200 grit for a blade that is in fair shape,
300 grit for one that is in bad shape. You
must work the blade on the abrasive until
you get a “burr”. When sharpening, a thin strip of metal, often called a wire-
edge or a burr turns up at the end of the cutting edge as it
becomes too thin to resist the abrasive material. When you
have a burr, you must sharpen the other side, until you
get a burr there. Once you have an edge that has a
thin burr that will not go away, move to a finer grit,
1500 or 1800, then to 2500 grit. You can work up to
the grit of your choice. Each grit will produce a burr,
but it will become thinner and whisper as you
continue the process.

CAUTION, you must hold the knife at the same angle
that the knife has. That will be somewhere between 5° and
15°. You can mark the edge of the knife with a black marker pen. If the ink is
removed with sharpening, you have the right angle. Be careful to keep the
angle the same along the whole stroke. You may find yourself turning the
blade up at the end of the stroke. This will produce a rounded edge, dulling
the knife.

Finally, you should strop your blade on a leather strop. You should strop

From the Editor
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your blade frequently. How frequently you ask? That depends upon how
much carving you do, on what kind of wood and what is in the wood. Some
suggest every 30 minutes while others will go for a half day. The important
point is to keep that edge sharp.

When is the knife sharp enough? There are a couple of ways to check. My
favorite is to cut a small bevel on the end grain on a piece of scrap wood. If
you can produce a wire fine continuous wood shaving, you have a sharp
knife. If the face of the cut is rough, you don’t.

For further insight, check out:

http://woodcarvingillustrated.com/blog/2017/11/17/hand-sharpening-made-
simple/
https://www.leevalley.com/en-us/discover/sharpen-net/how-to-sharpen
https://www.woodcraft.com/blog_entries/sharpening-carving-chisels
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SSQ-U6Zu3o
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Obituary
Arthur Earnest Heisler Jr.

May 25, 1925 – March 1, 2021Art, 95, passed away
peacefully in his Charlotte home on Monday, March 1, 2021
with his beloved wife Carole by his side.

Born to Arthur Earnest Heisler and Arlene Charlotte
Barleman in Chicago, IL, Art attended secondary school in
North Chicago. In 1943 at age 18 he enlisted in the Army Air
Corps during World War II in hope of becoming an officer
and pilot. He became a lieutenant and got his ‘wings’ in
1944, certified as a four-engine bomber. Art joked that he
was the only pilot in the war who didn’t yet shave.

…

In 2004 Art and Carole relocated to Charlotte, NC.

Art was a “Jack-of-all-trades” who was always willing to lend
a hand to family, neighbors and friends on any project they
might need, but he was particularly fond of furniture making
and fine wood carving – a hobby he worked on in his home
‘shop’ until two weeks before his passing. He was an active
member and teacher in the Charlotte Woodcarvers’ Club,
where he is remembered as a generous mentor and story-
teller. His dry wit, zest for life and outspoken opinions made
him one with the “Greatest Generation”. He was intensely
proud of his military service, his country and his family. …

Read his obituary at https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/charlotte-nc/
arthur-heisler-
10081240?utm_source=share_obit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=obit_det
ail&utm_content=decedent_name
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Announcements
Weekly Carving Meetup

▪ Club carving on Tuesdays from 9am to 7pm. Come when
you can

▪ We carve at the Cathcart Center, Carmel Presbyterian
Church

▪ We carve inside, so wear face covering for the time bering.

The 2021
Showcase of Woodcarvings
Theme: Anything Tom Wolfe

June 25-25
▪ 25th Setup and Registration
▪ 26th Late Registration, judging, workshops and more
▪ 27th Show wraps up with drawings, awards and tear-down
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Happenings
Just a few of the Tuesday carvers



Page 9Issue 39 Number 2
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