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n January 11th, a good friend passed away. His name was Gary Mims. My husband and I recently
traveled with him to Colorado and New York and spent some time enjoying the outdoors.

Gary was employed by Caromont Health for approximately 38 years. Starting as a respiratory therapist, he later became Director of the Cardiac Rehab unit. He was the kind of boss that would work on
holidays so that his employees could spend more time with their families.
Gary's home-away-from-home was on Crowder's Mountain State Park located in Kings Mountain,
NC where he spent many days hiking and rock climbing with friends. He performed many of the first
ascents on various cliffs at Crowder's Mtn. Gary also loved kayaking, and paddled many rivers in the
Appalachian region.
He was an avid writer, and wrote many articles for Gastonia's local newspaper advocating for green
space and environmental protection. In addition to that, he wrote two books that are fiction but incorporate many of his life adventures. Gary passed away while picking up trash at Crowders Mountain.
Trash that other people carelessly threw away. The day he passed was a windy day and it is believed
that bad weather might have caused him to loose balance and fall more than 80 feet from the top. A
trash bag was found at the top next to his backpack and a few plastic bottles scattered around him. His
last post on facebook stated that if we all collected enough trash from the mountain, we could notify
._
the non-profit group -'Friends of Crowders" and that would help them
potentially get a grant for maintenance of the mountain. He passed
away trying to do good up until the end. I will miss him greatly.
But what I remember the most about Gary was the day he showed me
his first and only carving - a little guy sitting on top of a kayak. What
a great laugh we had then and I can still smile when I remember that
moment and I know he is smiling too.
I think there is a woodcarver in everyone just waiting to come out.
,_9U;;,)(r;a, {i#en,kel
clubnewseditor@gmail.com
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ongratulations to the newly elected Officers and Board members. New Officers
and Board members assume office on April 1,

2014.

M

eet our new president, Bob Warner. Bob
has great passion for woodcarving and
he is a very active member of our club. Bob
frequently participates and supports many of
our club activities. He also serves as a show
committee member and you can find him at
our Cathcart Center on Tuesdays or running
the Raffle table at our annual shows.

2014 • 2015
Officers
President: Bob Warner
Vice-President: Debra Downer
Secretary: Betty Witzel
Treasurer: Tom Kavanagh
Board Members
Membership
Chairman:
Neill Zyp
Special Projects:
Rebecca Black (3 Years)
Special Projects:
Joe Davis (1 Year)

~------------Newsletter Editor:
Maria Senkel
clubnewseditor@gmail.com
Webmaster: Maria Senkel
Congratulations, Bob!

A special thanks to our current president,
/""\Harry Lawrence, for contributing
porting our club during his tenure.

and sup-

Library Donation
Thank you to the wife of Carl Baumgart, who
passed last year, for donating all his books
and magazines to our club.

In Memoriam
"The Charlotte Woodcarver Club members
offer our condolences to John Palmer, a long
time CWCC member, on the loss of his Mother, Mrs. Cleia Rape Palmer on January 19,

2014"

Carver: Betsy Peace

Charlotte Woodcarver members Ray Branch and Jim LaFramboise attended the Florida Winter
National Wood Expo held in Punta Gorda, Florida on January 11th-12th, 2014. The show was held
in the Charlotte County Conference Center and was attended by large crowds. Over 400 carvings
were entered in the competition. Great show and an opportunity to "showcase" Charlotte's own
show. Don Swartz, Carving Supply Vendor and Instructor, plans to come to the Charlotte 2015
Show as does Leah Goddard, a Professional Wood Sculptor who teaches extensively. Leah has
offered to lead a seminar at our 2015 Showcase on animal burning. Four of our 2014 vendors were
at the show. Instructional classes offered before and after the show. Well worth the effort to attend even if it was 1400 miles RT. 86 degrees, sunshine and orange juice!!

Charlotte County Wood Quilt
Ray Branch and Jim Laframboise

1
Best of Show -Advanced Division

Best of Show - Masters
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REPORT ON 2013 SHOWCASE OF WOODCARVINGS
CHIP CHATS
JAN-FEB, 2014 ISSUE
ill Dominick has written and Chip Chats has published the
story on our 2013 Showcase of Woodcarvings. Club members
carvings featured were Mitch Cartledge, Bill Dominick, Sachiko
Day, Steve Sanford, Jim McGuire, Maria Senkel, Vern Parrish.
Other Charlotte Club members mentioned in the article were Abe
Loven and Doug Combs. Congratulations to all. Well written
article on the Showcase Bill. Thanks for your dedication in getting
this written and published each year.

B

CARICATURE CARVERS OF AMERICA
ANNUAL COMPETITION
AUGUST 21, 2013

C

hip Chats reported on the CCAAnnual Competition held in August 21,
2013 at Converse, Indiana. We congratulate our own Vern Parrish for
winning second place and Bart Wilson, another top winner in the Single
Human and the Mixed Group. Other winners who participated in CCA's
annual competition were Tim Trudgeon from Mocksville, NC; Jeff Bailey
from Virginia; and Dwayne Gosnell from Catawba Valley Woodcarvers in
Hickory, NC.
In addition to the above, several top flight carvers are mentioned in other shows by Chip Chats: Susan Dorsch of Oglebay Woodcarvers; Dylan
Goodson of Central Alabama; Carole Jean Boyd of Central Alabama and
Bridges Dillehay of Madison Tennessee - all professional level carvers who
have or are attending the Showcase of Woodcarvings 2014.
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SHOWCASE OF WOODCARVINGS 2014
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harlotte Club members Rebecca Black, Maria Senkel, Rod Gatlin and Ray Branch were interviewed
at WCNC TV studios on Monday, January 20, 2014 for the "Larry Looks" program. The focus of the
interview was the up coming Showcase of Woodcarvings in February. A wide selection of woodcarvings
were displayed for the program with the Noah's Ark - a club project being highlighted. This Program will
air about two weeks prior to our Showcase and enhance our Show publicity via the large regional following of this program.

Cameras are ready

Larry Sprinkle, Rebecca Black, Ray Branch and Rod Gatlin

Larry Sprinkle and Maria Senkel

7
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Love And Carving Talent Produce Tribute to Dad
by Lew Powell
lub member, Claudia Wallace, shared with us a very sweet
story about her dad and a very special carving he made that
got him published on the Charlotte Observer back in June of
1980. Here is how the story reads:

C

"Father's day traditionally elicits such tributes as greeting cards and
neckties. Frank Wallace of Fort Mill took a more demanding route
in memorializing his father. Joseph Wallace, a Columbia insurance
adjuster, died when Frank, the youngest of three children, was 11.
"He would have been 100 years old last year", says Frank Wallace,
now a 56-year-old cost accountant. "He was born in a place called
Wallaceville - it used to have a post office - out from Winnsboro,
in 1879." One of Frank Wallace's most enduring memories is of his
dad taking him swimming at a local pond. "This was before swimming pools," he recalls. "He'd fill up the car with all the boys on the block just about every day in the
summer."
Joseph Wallace had been handy with wood - making everything from a miniature whiskey barrel to a
25-foot cabin boat- and son Frank has always done a little carving and furniture making. "I'm an amateur" he says. "I just like some sort of challenge." ... "! had entered some things in the Spring Art Show
before. This year I said, to heck with the judges, I'm going to do what appeals to me." What appealed to
him was carving a 10-inch-tall likeness of his father. It appealed to the judges, too - they chose "Dad"
for the 1980 Spring traveling show.
Wallace worked from a small sepia photo taken on a visit his father made to Charleston when he was
about 7. He used a length of dogwood he had cut from his yard several years before. "Dogwood is very
close-grained and holds detail well," he says.
1i • 1, .•.. \11,11 11·,i1,:.: 1,,1,, 1 r;f'~i;;---:-:-:-11r----.r,,,,,~
It took him about nine months of spare time.
1
1
1 11 1
111
1•,,,• "''" ' •• ·"
He used woodcarving chisels to rough it out,
then went to a basic Case pocketknife on
the detail and a sharpened dental probe on
the eyes. "Shaving off just a little bit of wood
changes the expression," he says. "I did the
face last - If I had started on the face and
'J
messed it up, I'd never have finished."
Frank Wallace of Fort Mill Celebrated Father's Day
by memorializing Dad, Joseph, with award winning carving.

8

• .. ~

..-

Year

Date

Activity

2014 Feb 21-23

Charlotte Woodcarvers
Charlotte, NC
"SHOWCASE OF WOODCARVINGS".Go to our website for the brochure.
Marion Diehl Recreation Center, 2219 Tyvola Road.
NC Woodcarving Festival
Raleigh, NC
at the Klingspor's Woodworking Shop in Raleigh
James River Woodcarvers Show
Woodcraft of Richmond 9862 W Broad St, Glen Allen, VA 23060
Evergreene Woodcarvers Show
Greenville, TN

Mar 15th
Apr 26-27
May 17-18
June 7
Aug 30-31

Triad Woodcarvers
Contact: Tim
e mfo coming)
Oglebay Woodcarvers Guild in Wheeling

Oct 4-5

Smokey Mountain Woodcarvers Show

West Virginia, VA
Townsend, TN

Oct 24-25

Catawba Valley Woodcarvers

Hickory, NC

Nov 1-2

Northern Alabama Woodcarvers Show

Nov 1-2

Western North Carolina Woodcarvers
Show
-

Asheville, NC

Dayton Woodcarvers "Artistry in Wood"

Dayton, Ohio

-

Nov 8-9

Year

J

Date

.

2014 Feb 4, 11,
18 & 25

-

Activity

Feb 28 Mar 1

Carving at Woodcraft 9:00-12:00am
Basic Woodcarving 3:00 - 5:00pm
Carving at Cathcart Center 3:00 - 7:30pm
Desiree Hajny Animal Carving Class
Bill Dominick's Home

Apr 11-13

Pete LeClair Caricature Carving Class at Woodcraft

Time:
Location:
"

,,

Winston Salem, NC

•
•

Woodcraft, Matthews
Cathcart Ctr, Charlotte
Cathcart Ctr, Charlotte
Charlotte, NC
Matthews, NC

3;.00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Cathcart
.. Center, Carmel Presbyterian Church, 2049 Carmel Road
J- •

\lt"0,'r.raft Store

Time:
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Location:
Windsor Square, Matthews, NC
Note:
Free coffee. Lots of carving and discussion of world issues. Good fellowship.
Doughnuts sometimes. Woodcraft has published us in their monthly fliers and publicize
our activities.
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2013 ~ 2014
ABOUT THE CLUB

Officers

The CWCC was founded in 1982 by Lee
Dukes and eleven other carvers who
wanted to have a local carving club here
in Charlotte.

President: Harry Lawrence

704-589-0829
Vice-President: Debra Downer

704-399-2085
OUR MISSION
The mission of the Charlotte Woodcarvers Club has always been to promote the
art of woodcarving to the general public.

Secretary: Betty Witzel

704-841-1233
Treasurer: Tom Kavanagh

803-7 46-5422

ANNUAL SHOW
Our annual show started in 1983 and this
year we celebrated our 30th annual show.

Board Members
Membership
Chairman:
Neill Zyp

WEEKLY CARVING LOCATIONS
Cathcart Center in Charlotte, NC
Woodcraft in Matthews, NC

704-847-8377
Special Projects:
Rebecca Biack (3 Years)

704-847-4047

•I

Special Projects:
Joe Davis (1 Year)

'

704-568-5020

MEMBERSHIP
As of July 2013, we have a total of
138 active members.

------------·
----Newsletter Editor:

-()f

ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER

Maria Senkel
clubnewseditor@gmail.com

i

Website Editor: Maria Senkel

I
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CONTRIBUTORS:
Ray Branch, Harry Lawrence, Maria
Senkel.

p

i\liEMBERSHIP DUES
Membership dues are $15 annually, payable on
March 1. Make a check out to: Charlotte Woodcarvers Club, PO Box 11894, Charlotte, NC
28220 (Check or cash also accepted at a regular
meeting). Provide your name, address, phone
number, and e-mail address when you pay.
Club treasurer is Tom Kavanagh (803-746-5422)
and the Membership Chairman is Neill Zyp (70484 7-8377). If there are questions about your
membership status, contact them.

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR NEWSLETTER

Please send emails to: clubnewseditor@
gmail.com. ****Deadline for submissions
is the 10th of every month to make it into
the respective monthly issue.****
If you would like to write a short article,
we ask that it be strictly related to woodcarving. If you want to send Photos of
carvings, they should be high resolution
images with solid background if possible.
We'll make every effort to publish all submissions but we reserve the right to pick
what makes it to the newsletter.

