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From the President
Hello Carvers
t this time last year I was getting used to being a full
A
time resident of the Charlotte area, and enjoying
dedicating Tuesday to nothing but carving.
I wasn't sure if the next showcase was going to happen, and, if it
did, I would take over for Bob Slaughter to handle the vendors and
setup for the show. Then there was the summer celebration and
Neil McGuire said we need help on the board and Vice President.
After discussing this with Neil, I volunteered, and then I was V.P. A
few months later Neil announced that he would not run for
president for the next year and nominated me. So here I am writing the president's
Message for the Newsletter, and I am late for my first message!
To take the easy way out I thought since many of you don't know much about me, I
would do a short bio of myself so you'll know something
about me. I hope more of you will show up on Tuesday's
ETTING USED TO BEING
so we can meet in person and I can learn about you.
Please wear your name tag, it will help us all.
A FULL TIME HARLOTTE

G

I was born and raised on Long Island, NY in 1944.
Graduated high school in 1962 and tried Ithaca College
for a little while, but left that no credits.

C

RESIDENT
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President’s message continued
In 1964 I went to work for the NY Telephone Company, now Verizon, until 1991
when I was replaced by a computer after 27 years. I then found something I
really like and still hold a regional Vice President position and help run an
office on Long Island. Before Covid, we moved to Waxhaw full time to the
house we bought in 2010. My daughter lives in Waxhaw with her 3 children.
My son lives on Long Island with 2 kids. We have seen all the kids grow up.
My goal is to retain the high standard for the Charlotte Woodcarvers Club set
by all the presidents over the last 40 years.
Happy Carving
Bob Gerbe, president
Charlotte Woodcarvers Club

Knife sharpening class led by Bob Warner
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Wood Chip Chatter
By carverbobk
Used by permission

Wood Chip Chatter

Walnut Oil vs. Boiled Linseed Oil

B

ecause of flammability concerns, many product containers
list safety precautions for storage and disposal for
varnishes and drying oils as they are flammable, and
materials used to apply the varnishes may spontaneously
combust. Many varnishes contain plant-derived oils (e.g. linseed
oil), synthetic oils (e.g. polyurethanes) or resins as their binder
in combination with organic solvents. These are flammable in
their liquid state. All drying oils, certain alkyds (including
paints), and many polyurethanes produce heat (an exothermic
reaction) during the curing process. Thus, oil-soaked rags and
paper can smolder and ignite into flames, even several hours
after use if proper precautions are not taken. Therefore, many
manufacturers list proper disposal practices for rags and other
items used to apply the finish, such as disposal in a water filled
container.

B

oiled linseed oil (aka BLO) is a highly combustible/
flammable drying oil which generates heat as it dries. It
has all of the same safety concerns as mentioned above
(just read the label on the container). Additionally, boiled
linseed oil has a strong odor and has been known to darken
(wood carvings) over time. I learned this through personal
experience.
A fire occurred on Feb. 23, 1991, at the One Meridian Plaza
Building in Philadelphia that resulted in the deaths of three
firefighters. The fire was started by spontaneous combustion in
linseed oil-soaked rags that were improperly disposed of after use. The fire
occurred on the 22nd floor of the 30-story building.
Don’t let this happen to you! Think about it before you use boiled linseed oil
again.

W

alnut oil, on the other hand is extracted from walnuts, (Juglana regia).
The oil contains polyunsaturated fatty acids, monounsaturated fatty
acids, and saturated fats. It is not a drying oil. Walnut oil is completely
safe, odorless and is not combustible/flammable in any way as it has a short
drying time and does not produce any heat as it dries. There are no special
safety precautions listed on its label for disposal of rags and other items used to
apply it. Also, through my several years of use, walnut oil has not darkened
any of my wood carvings. Walnut oil was one of the most important oils used
by Renaissance painters. Its short drying time and lack of yellow tint make it a
good oil paint base thinner and brush cleaner. It is also an edible oil widely
used in cooking.

You can join Bob’s mailing list and receive weekly tips by going to:
https://woodchipchatter.com/
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What are we doin’?

Al Koko making
thumb tacks

Lee Servatius
working on
another Chickadee
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Butch Elder and a
Cardinal

Rick Manning and
his Moravian Star
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Bob Warner and a
scarecrow

Fred Kleiboer and
a Mournful Dog
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Steve Stillano and
a Ball in Cage
study stick

Jim Horn and a
Butt Head

Paul DesRoisers
and a Chip Carved
Box

Vince and a
Mournful Dog

Bob Slaughter
working on a bark
carving

Nice job
everyone, keep
up the good
work!
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Christy Gasjukk
painting her
Mournful Dog
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Club Officers
Bob Gerbe
President

Bill Robinson
Vice President

Steve Stillitano
Board Member

Tom Bowling
Secretary

David McDaniel

Rich DiFranco
Treasurer

Rocky Paiano
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Neil Zyp
Membership
Committee

Lisa Murphy-Stafford

Showcase
Committee

Position Open
Editor
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