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From the President
Happy Autumnal Equinox
he summer heat should be declining,
T
and the autumn colors exploding. This
is a great time of the year. A great time to

get after those carving projects around the
house half done. (You can’t fool me, I
know you have as many as I do.)
September is an especially good month to
get carving as there are no club events
coming up. Wild Acres was a success again this year (see the
write-up later in this edition), and the Matthews Farmer’s Market
as well. We are looking forward to an even better retreat next August.
October will have us at the Waxhaw
Autumn Treasures will be held this year
on October 9-10, at least that is the plan
as of this writing. More details next
month.

Never Forget

WAXHAW
AUTUMN
TREASURES

The Matthews Farmer’s Market has
invited us back on the 30th of October. Keep that date open as
it is an opportunity to spread the word about carving.
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From the Editor
Eight point Moravian star with a ball inside.
Bill McCaughey carves Moravian Stars by the dozen. Variety is his
forte. So after the 12 point star plan from last month I thought it
would be an idea to carve one with a ball inside.
Bill’s final work is very nice as you can see.
So let’s start with an 8 point star (I assume
you know how to carve one.) Draw a
triangle on each face leaving sufficient room
for the sides. Then start lowering those
faces. (Bill has made an ornament by just
taking this first step.)
You must carefully carve out the triangular faces opening up the
vertex, and then working it into a spherical shape. I emphasize
carefully because there is not much room to carve, and the sides
become fragile.
Keep working your way around the ball
making it round and working toward getting it loose. Don’t be
in a hurry as when the ball is loose, holding it still to continue
the shaping process becomes more difficult.
With patience, sanding, filing and other forms of contortion,
eventually you will have a ball in a star for your tree or
wherever. Finish however you like.
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Wood Chip Chatter
By carverbobk
Used by permission

“Whittling The Old
Sea Captain and Crew”
by Mike Shipley
A Book Review
“Whittling The Old Sea Captain and Crew” is a
delightful wood carving book written by Mike
Shipley. Mike, who is a noted wood carver is also,
and perhaps more well known as a knife maker.
His top notch OCCT line of knives and gouges are
sold by most any woodcarving supplier. In
addition, Mike Shipley has made dozens of rough
outs, many of which are available through Van
Kellys Carving. Published by Fox Chapel
Publishing Co., Inc. in 1996 this 30 page paperback
book covers 3 main projects; The Old Sea Captain,
The First Mate and The Second Mate. All the
necessary nautical accessories such as buoys,
lobster traps,
crates and boat
oars are also
included.
In the front of
the book there
are 6 pages with
12 color photos of the three projects from
different views. Chapter One covers the actual
carving of the Old Sea Captain. A convenient
list of the necessary tools is given on the first
page. Then there are 16 pages with step by step
black and white photos which take the carver
through the process from start to finish.
Chapter Two covers painting and Chapter Three
covers staining the finished project. Chapter
Four provides brief descriptions for how to
make and paint the nautical accessories. Full
patterns for everything covered in the book are
located at the end.
Beginner’s and experienced carvers alike will
have fun carving everything in this book. The projects are easy to carve. The
characters all have their hands in their pockets so there are no hands to carve
and the eyes are fairly simple. I highly recommend this book, especially to
anyone looking to carve something besides cowboys and Santas.
You can join Bob’s mailing list and receive weekly tips by going to:
https://woodchipchatter.com/
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Wild Acres 2021
Wildacres Retreat…A long history of serving
other non-profits
By: Steve Stillitano

The Wildacres story begins in the 1920’s
when Thomas Dixon purchased 1,000
acres of land in McDowell county. Dixon,
was a lawyer, preacher, and novelist who
wrote the book “The Clansman”. The book
was then converted into the controversial
movie “The Birth of a Nation”. Proceeds
of the movie allowed him to convert the property
into a cultural haven where artisans, musicians,
writers and philosophers could live and work on
their craft. Dixon lost his entire fortune including
the mountain property due to the stock market crash of 1929.
The title for the property was acquired by a bank in Texas
which auctioned it off in 1936. I.D. Blumenthal, founder of
Radiator Specialty Company, got word of the property and
made a $6,500 offer on a $190,000 mortgage. The judge in
Texas felt the offer was too low
and sent a clerk to inspect the
property. As luck would have it,
a thick fog rolled in on the day the clerk and
Blumenthal inspected the property which
prevented the clerk from seeing the true value
of the property and
the magnificent
mountain views.
Additionally, the
property was in
disrepair since it was
unoccupied for a number of years. The clerk was
eager to leave the property and recommended
the offer be accepted.
Blumenthal and his brother Herman worked to
repair the property. In 1946, the Blumenthals began to invite groups to
spend a week each at Wildacres throughout the summer months.
In 1972, Wildacres became a nonprofit and
began hosting various groups including
musicians, artisans, writers, interfaith
collaborations and others. They specialize in
hosting non-profits whose missions and ideals
align with those of Wildacres’ and focus on
“the betterment of human relations”.
Continued on next page
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The Charlotte Woodcarvers have been visiting
Wildacres for a number of years. Wildacres is
a spectacular place, free of TV’s, alarm clocks
and air conditioning (along with limited cell
phone reception). In lieu of alarm clocks, a
bell is rung at 7:30am to wake you up and then
again before each meal. The rooms are simple
and functional.
The porch at the
end of the dorm
buildings
offered rocking
chairs and a
view of the
mountains. Most of our nights were spent on
the porch talking about the days activities
and learning about one another.
Wildacres provided a dedicated carving
studio for the entire week. This year, we had the opportunity to learn
caricature carving from Jim Hiser and Mitch Cartledge. Each instructor
taught different elements of the carving process, from laying out a face,
carving eyes, or creating straw on a
scarecrow (this was amazing). We were also
taught to use a triangle cut to add depth and
shadows to a carving along with painting
and
antiquing a
carving.
Everyone
had the
opportunity to
carve with
the
instructor
and
create
their own
unique piece.

See ya next year
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Carver Profile: Steve Stillitano
1. When did you start to carve and why?
I started carving about 4 years ago. My son Landon
wanted to join the club and since he was under 18,
my wife and I had to attend the meetings with him.
I was not about to sit and watch him carve and not
try it out myself. The challenge of creating
something from a plain block of wood is what
keeps me carving along with seeing the amazing
talent within the Charlotte Woodcarvers club.
From wood burning to cotton
wood bark, from caricatures
to chip carving, the talent in
our club is tremendous and I
enjoy seeing everyones
projects at the meeting.
2. What do you like to carve?
I started out carving the owl and comfort bird and then
moved into Moravian Stars. I have made a number of
Moravian stars and I have now moved on to the ball in a
cage and caricatures. I just learned about caricatures at
Wildacres and worked on my first rough outs while
working with Jim Hiser and Mitch Cartledge.
3. What do you want to learn?
I want to try my luck at carving gnomes and then
expanding my caricature skills - particularly faces and hands. These seem to be
the most challenging so I want to really focus on these areas and get better.
4. What other interests/hobbies do you
have?
I stay busy with playing billiards in a
league (8 ball and 9 ball), learning to play
guitar and carving. I also enjoy reading
(David Baldacci is my favorite author) and
playing with our two cats (Snickers and
Pepper).
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Announcements

Weekly Carving Meetup
▪

Club carving on Tuesdays from 9am to 6pm.
Come when you can, leave when you must.

▪

We carve at the Cathcart Center, Carmel
Presbyterian Church

The 39th Showcase of Woodcarvings
April 1-3, 2022 Show
Theme is Anything Tom Wolfe

If you haven’t paid
your dues, please
do so today.

We will be doing demo carving at the
Waxhaw Autumn Treasures this year.
October 9-10, 2021.
See Richard DiFranco for details

Tom Wolfe at the 2016 Showcase
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