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From the President
Happy Dog Days of Summer

S

ummer is peaking, and carvers are
taking vacations. While attendance is
down a little, the old guard is returning. Who
knows, we may be looking at you next
Tuesday for the first time in a long time.
I asked at the picnic, and Bob Gerbe
responded to the call. I am pleased to
announce that he has joined our board of directors as the Vice
President. I have given him the responsibility of arranging experts
to come and teach their specialty. He is working on getting Tom Gow to come and teach
Cottonwood Bark Carving again. Tom was with us in 2019 at the Wild Acres event.
Hopefully Bob can schedule a weekend something this fall.
August 7th will find us at the Matthews Farmers Market for the
second time this year. This continues to be an opportunity to share
our hobby and art, and recruit new members.

BOB GERBE JOINED
OUR BOARD AS
VICE-PRESIDENT
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August 23-29 is our annual Wild Acres Retreat. I am looking forward
to attending the first half with Jim Hiser. Right now the class is full, but talk to Rod Gatlin if
you would like to get on his waiting list. (Maybe we need a second week to fit everyone in.)
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President’s message continued

While members are paying their dues, we still have those who haven’t paid their
2021 club dues. If you are one of these, please mail or bring it to the club at your
earliest convenience. At $15.00 per year, membership is a bargain.
“I mowed the front lawn yesterday.
I mowed the back yard today.
My knees are still aching,
Sunburn's in the making,
And my back is beginning to sway.”
Judy Ball
Dauntless Carving
Neil McGuire, president
Charlotte Woodcarvers Club

JACK GETTING READY FOR OUR
NEXT WOOD SUPPLY RUN.

SEA TANG
CLAUDIA WALLACE
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From the Editor
Carving a Twelve Point Moravian Star
A Moravian Star is a nice project for beginners as well as advanced carvers. It
teaches technique as well as giving you a carving for the Christmas tree. As such, I
thought it a good little project to put to the club.
You start with a cube. Your choice of how large. This one is a 1 ½” cube.
Mark the diagonals on all faces, then the center line, and finally a square
connecting the midlines. See figure 1.

With a sharp roughout knife, cut off the eight (8) pyramid
corners. See figure 2. The roughout knife will give you the
ability to carve the whole surface, making the surface flat.

FIGURE 2

FIGURE 1

Now make a vertical cut along the red line in Figure 2 deep into the star.
This is a stop cut. See Figure 3a. You then cut toward that cut from both
sides until you have made 2 faces on an angle. These will become the
points of the star. Figures 3b and 3c show the progress.

After removing the
eight (8) corner
pieces, you finish the
pyramidal corners
started in step 3.
Make a stop cut,
Figure 4a, along the
diagonal line down to
the surface cut in
FIGURE 3A
step 3. Cut away from
both sides as you did
in step 3, Figures 4b and 4c.

FIGURE 3B

FIGURE 3C

Continue this process
until you have a
completed 12 point
Moravian Star.

FIGURE 4A
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Wood Chip Chatter
Editor’s Note: I recently subscribed to a newsletter authored by Carverbobk, Bob
Kozakiewicz. Some of you know him on FaceBook and Instagram by the same
name. I enjoy reading the blog, and thought it would be a good part of our
newsletter, so I requested and received permission to include parts of his blog
articles. This article on knife sharpening adds to mine in the June edition.
You can join his email list by following the link https://woodchipchatter.com/

How Do I Know If My Knife Is Sharp?
By Carverbobk
When it comes to wood carving knives there is what seems to be sharp and what is
truly carving sharp. A carver’s knife may not be as sharp as he thinks it is. Many
carvers test the sharpness of their blades by shaving hair off the back of their hand.
This is not a good test as most any blade with a somewhat decent edge will shave
the hair off the back of your hand.
Just because a knife can shave the hair off your arm doesn’t necessarily mean it can
cut a piece of wood. The true test to see if your knife blade is truly carving sharp is
this: Take a block of basswood and try to make a cut across the end grain. Not with
the grain, but across the grain.
A truly carving sharp blade should be able to make a smooth cut across the end
grain, a cut which is perfectly smooth with no ripples, chips or drag marks. If you
see any of these your blade is not carving sharp and requires more stropping. The
cut should be as smooth as a baby’s…well you know how the saying goes.
It is possible your knife is already carving sharp. However, there is another reason
why it might not be cutting through the wood as well as it should, and that is the
angle you are holding the blade to the wood. Too steep of an angle and your knife
will dig in and not cut properly. Too shallow of an angle and your blade will “slip”
across the wood and only take off small wood chips. Try changing the way you hold
the knife in your hand to change the angle of the blade as it approaches the wood.
Finally, and perhaps most importantly; the way you actually carve the wood will
make a difference. Most wood carvers push and pull their knives straight through
the wood as they carve. The blades on most wood carving knives are not meant to
do this.
They are designed to be sliced through the wood as if you were slicing a loaf of
bread.
A slicing cut makes all the difference in the world when wood carving. Try it and see
for yourself! The next time you’re carving first make a cut by pushing or pulling the
blade straight through the wood. Then make a second cut but this time push or pull
your blade through the wood as you make your cut. I guarantee you will notice a big
difference.
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Happenings

STYLIZED ELEPHANT
GARILYN CALLICOTT

Our newest member, Stacy Brown. Stacy
found us by remembering a friend who
was a member at one time. She found our
meeting information by searching the web
finding our web page.
She is working on a comfort bird, and
making fine progress.
Welcome Stacy.

IVAN THE HORRIBLE
DWAYNE GOSNELL
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Announcements
Weekly Carving Meetup
▪

Club carving on Tuesdays from 9am to 7pm. Come when
you can

▪

We carve at the Cathcart Center, Carmel Presbyterian
Church

The 39th Showcase of Woodcarvings
April 1-3, 2022 Show
Theme is Anything Tom Wolfe

If you haven’t paid
your dues, please
do so today.

Matthews Farmer’s Market
We will be carving at the Matthews Farmer’s
Market Saturday, Aug 7, 2022.
All are welcome to participate in this event to
promote woodcarving and the Charlotte
Woodcarving Club.
Setup is at 7:30
Take down is at noon.
Waxhaw Autumn Treasures
We will be carving at the annual Waxhaw Autumn
Treasures.
October 9th and 10th
Come and help if you can. This is an all day event, so
come when you can and stay as long as you wish.
Richard DiFranco is in charge, so contact him for
questions. feo247@yahoo.com
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Club Officers
Neil McGuire
President

Bob Gerbe
Vice President

Bill Robinson
Board
Member

Tom Bowling
Secretary

David McDaniel

Rich DiFranco
Treasurer
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Neil Zyp
Membership
Committee

Lisa MurphyStafford

Showcase
Committee

Position Open
Editor
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