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  February, 2012
 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK 

Congratulations, Charlotte Woodcarvers!  Your 
active participation in 2011 has resulted in a 
successful year.  “ONLY” the Showcase of 
Woodcarvings – 2012 remains now.  We have an 
excellent lineup of carvers demonstrating and 
displaying their works at the show this year.  
Included in this are Desiree Hajny from 

Washington State, Jim Wilsford from Eastern 
Tennessee, Bridges Dillehay from Western 
Tennessee and Tony Erickson from South Carolina.  
Tom Wolfe, of course, will be holding his carving 
demonstrations again this year – and the show 
theme is “Tom Wolfe Carving Traditions” 
Seminars on bark carving by Tom Gow; painting 
by Jim Carpenter; wood burning by Jim Watson 
and sharpening by Richard Teter. 
 

A special feature this year will be the presentation 
of an Eagle Head Cane to a wounded warrior – a 
veteran from the Iraq/Afghanistan wars.  This will 
be handled by Davidson County Woodcarvers and 
we are honored to host the presentation. 
 

Thanks for all the volunteers who have stepped 
up throughout the year – including all the 
instructors for the thirty two new members who 
joined the club at the 2011 show.  Over twenty 
five or so have stayed with us – and eight others 
joined during the year.  Bill Dominick, Vern 
Parrish, Rod Gatlin, Art Heisler, Betty Peace and 
Joe Bomba and Bob Warner were active in 
teaching the classes or one on one as new 
members came into the club.  Thanks to each of 
you. 
 

And for all of you who brought the 215 carvings in 
for the videoing of the club members carving 
activity for WBTV’s Carolina Camera show.  A 
special thanks to Mitch Cartledge for bringing 
down several of Tom Wolfe’s carving for this 
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Meeting Place: Carmel Presbyterian Church 
     (Cathcart Center beside playground), 
   Corner of Sharonview and Carmel Road)  
   We meet & carve every Tuesday night!  
             6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

CWC Officers/Contacts for 2011 

 

 

President:       Ray Branch 
  704-544-2417 
V-President:   Betsy Peace 
  704-542-7354 
Secretary:        Betty Witzel 
  704-841-1233 
Treasurer:        Tom Kavanagh 

803-746-5422 
Membership Chairman:  Neill Zyp  

704-847-8377 
Board Member:  Ann Davis, Special Projects 
  704-523-6384 
Board Member:  Art Hiesler, Special Projects 
  704-552-3105 

-------------------------------------------- 
*Clint Sites -     Newsletter Editor, Website Editor 
   704-364-7242 
*Kim Rosser       -       Website Administrator         
   704-529-5252 
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show.  Neil Zyp was identified by his name tag!  
One never knows what will happen when you 
wear your name tag. 
 

Thanks for all that you all have done over the year 
to make the meetings a lot of fun and for your 
suggestions to improve the club for each of us. 
 

Keep carving – safely. 
 

Ray 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES, EVENTS AND SHOWS. 

1. ShowCase of Woodcarvings – 2012.  
February 17-19, 2012.  Marion Diehl 
Recreation Center.  2219 Tyvola Road. 

2. Desiree Hajny class.  Bill Dominick 
coordinating.  February 24-26.  Interested – 
contact Bill at 704-365-0930 for details.  
Animals 

3. Pete LeClair class.  March 30, 31-April 1, 
2012.  Contact Ray Branch at 704-544-2417 
for information about class.  Only three 
slots left.  Caricatures. 

4. North Carolina Woodcarving Festival.  
Raleigh, NC.  Klingspor’s Woodworking 
Shop.  3141 Capital Blvd.  (Contact 919-
876-0707 or 
prolfe@woodworkingshop.com) 

5. April 21, 2012.  Westminster, Md.  Carroll 
Carvers Festival of Woodcarving.  300 S. 
Center St.  Contact 410-812-2569 for 
information. (Note that T. Crowley has 
attended this show several times and can 
provide info on show details.) 

6. April 27-29, 2012.  Ocean City, Md.  WARD 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WILDFOWL 
CARVING COMPETITION AND ART 
FESTIVAL.  THIS IS THE BIGGIE..  
www.wardmuseum.org.  

7. Evergreene Woodcarvers Show.  May, 
2012 (will have details in next newsletter) 
Greenville, Tennessee.  This show takes 
place during the Iris Festival.  Good family 
time.  

8. If you have not signed up for Helen 
Gibson’s class, you might want to contact 
Ann Davis for some time in September, 
2012.   
 

 SPECIAL NOTICES 
1. Mrs. Susan Johnson has donated 22 

Woodcarving Books to our Library in honor 
of her late husband, Les.  Both are from 
New England and Les was an Art Director 
in New York City for a number of years.  He 
was loved the outdoors and was an avid 
bird carver.  This adds to our collection of 
some 200 woodcarving books in our library 
and will benefit club members in the 
future.  On behalf of club members, we 
thank Mrs. Johnson for her generous 
contribution to the club. 

2. Terrell Crowley was the featured artist on 
February 3, 2012 at at the Charlotte Fine 
Art Gallery at Carmel Road and the 
Pineville-Matthews Road.  Terrell had 
several sculptures of stylized design and it 
was well received as patrons toured the 
Gallery from 6pm to 9pm.  Several pieces 
were sold.  Congratulations Terrell.  You 
make all of us proud.  

3. WBTV’S CAROLINA CAMERA.   It is true – 
we are all celebrities of sorts.  Forty five 
members brought in 215 carvings for 
WBTV to video club members at a regular 
meeting.  Several were interviewed and 
many of the carvings featured.  It aired on 
January 27, 2012 and gave us a big plug for 
our February show.  We will be able to get 
some copies of the program and try to 
make them available to members who 
would like to have them.  Also, WBTV 
contacted us and plans to video the show 
with an emphasis on Tom Wolfe since he 
was not at the meeting.  Thanks for all who 
participated in the filming for the Carolina 
Camera program. 
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2012 SHOWCASE OF WOODCARVINGS 
 

1. Preparations for the showcase are essentially completed.   Over 50 carvers have preregistered for 
the show including carvers from Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, Tennessee, North Carolina, 
Virginia and West Virginia.  We are getting some carvers from James River Woodcarvers in 
Richmond, Va. and North Alabama Woodcarvers in Huntsville, Al who have been here for the first 
time. 

2. Bob Slaughter and Joe Davis are scrambling to organize the vendors and seminars and layout and 
tables.  Bill Robinson, Bill Dominick, Rod Gatlin, Karl Munn and Nancy Murray have, once again, 
come through!  Plus we will have rental tables on reserve if needed.  Whew!! 

3. Registration Table manned by Judy Leftwich and Tom Kavanagh along with Hospitality Table manned 
by RC and Sachiko Day.  Vern has coordinated the judges and tons of you (I hope) will be available 
for all sorts of organization on Feb 17-19.  Thanks in advance. 

4. Information for new memberships will be available and promoted aggressively as we did last year.  
Instructors are lined up to handle this either on Tuesday afternoons, Tuesday evenings or Thursday 
evenings.   

5. Stan Lahr is manning the raffle table.  Expect to have a number of special items this year including 
two friendship canes. 

6. Demonstrating their carving techniques and displaying and selling their carvings will be Desiree 
Hajny, Jim Wilsford, Bridges Dillehay and Tony Erickson. 

 
Wear your name tags, introduce yourselves and get to know some of the carvers who are showing with us 
this year.  We want them back again for 2013 – and I hope that we can visit some of their shows in 2012 as 
well. 

 
2012 Membership dues are DUE 

 

Membership dues are $15 annually and are due by March 1 to run through February 28 of the following 
year.  We always seem to have folks who pay on time and a few stragglers.  Dues not paid by March 1 will 
make carvers ineligible for participating in the monthly raffles and not have access to the library as this is 
for members use.  After April 1, any unpaid dues will result in being placed on an inactive membership list.  
We urge you to pay on time as we have expenses and look at programs we can fund through membership 
dues.  If there are questions please contact Neill Zyp, Membership Chairman for 2012 or Tom Kavanagh, 
Club Treasurer. 
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Carolina Camera session 
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Crowley's Charlotte Fine Art Gallery 
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CHARLOTTE WOODCARVING CLUB MEMBERSHIP DUES 

 
Membership dues are $15 annually for club membership, payable on March 1 for one year.  Make a check 

out to:  Charlotte Woodcarvers Club, PO Box 11894, Charlotte, NC 28220.   
(or - you can pay check or cash at a regular meeting).   

Provide name, address, phone number and e-mail address when you pay.   
Club treasurer is Tom Kavanagh (803-746-5422) and the Membership Chairman is Neill Zyp (704-847-8377). If 
there are questions about your membership status - contact John or Neill. 
 

Members who do not pay their dues by March 1 will be moved to an inactive file until dues are paid.  The club 
has many expenses and your dues help to cover some of these expenses - so be diligent in getting your 

membership dues paid on time.  And thanks. 
 

 

 
VENDORS SUPPORTING THE ANNUAL SHOWCASE OF WOODCARVINGS 

 
1. Smokey Mountain Woodcarving Supply, Townsend, Tn.   

Phone 865-448-6350 
Website: www.woodcarvers.com.  

2. REL Knives.  Ralph Long.  Kernersville, NC.  
Phone: 336-595-4563.   
Email at reldpl@embarqmail.com. 

3. Little Mountain Carving Supply,  Front Royal, Virginia 
Phone 800-752-7573.  Website:  lilmtn@centurylink.net 

4. Bob Bart Knives,  Jamestown, NC.   
Phone 336-292-3263.  
Email: bbarts@triad.rr.com. 

5. Allen Goodman Knives   
Email: Agoodman3646@charter.net. 
Phone: 865-679-8865 

6. John Dunkle Woodcarving Knives,  Archibold, Ohio  
7. Boxes N Such, LTD.  Berlin, Ohio.   

Phone:  1-866-311-5686 or 440-237-7122.   
Boxes, wood, etc.  (As they say – “Boxes and more for the discerning artisan and Craftsman.”) 

8. Jim Hart 
Wood supplier from Turtle Creek, Wisconsin 
Phone: 715-268-8713 or (c) 715-768-0204 
E-mail at good.wood.etc@gmail.com 

 
In addition to the above vendors who offer carving supplies including some who provide knives at our 
annual Show, Woodcraft is a local vendor located in Matthews and provides carving supplies as well.   
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