
Merry Christmas
Christmas is just around the corner and I would like to take this time to wish all 
of you and your families a very Merry Christmas.

I would also like to thank all of you that attended our Christmas Social for your 
participation with the many wonderful covered dishes brought to go along with 
the ham and turkey.

Our 2016 showcase is just over 10 weeks away and with everyone working hard 
on their carvings we, as Charlotte Woodcarvers, would like to register 75 club 
members for the competition.

Let’s make it happen…

Club officer nominations will be held at our December 29th club meeting. Be 
thinking on who you would like to see running for club officers. Elections will be 
held at our January 26th club meeting.

“A carving with a flaw is better than no carving at all”
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From the Editor's Desk

clubnewseditor@gmail.com
M a r i a  S e n k e l

Wow, one more year is almost coming to an end and our club has 
been very active, as usual.  Our club participated in many 

         shows and events and engaged in many teaching activities for 
         members as well as the community. We've also had great profes-
         sional carvers come to our club to teach our members and our 
         second largest event, Matthew's Alive, was a success and brought
    a generous donation to the club.  All these activities are possible be-
cause of all the help that we always receive from our greatest asset, our 
volunteers.  The board would like to thank all those volunteers that take 
the time and effort to give back to the club. We wouldn't have the club 
we have if it was not for you.

But it doesn't end there, our club continues to bring opportunities for members to enjoy the art 
of woodcarving and as you know, we have our largest event quickly approaching, our 2016 
Showcase of Woodcarvings. We will once again be reaching out to you in the up coming 
months to helps us make this event come to life, once again, next year. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please stay tuned and keep an eye on your emails, we'll be sending information 
about our pizza nights where we give some training to those volunteering for the show. 

We are also hoping you will consider submitting as many carvings as you can for our show's 
competition. I've seen a lot of amazing carvings already finished, at our Tuesday meetings. I 
hope you would consider showing them to the public at our show.

Unfortunately, I have to say that I haven't done much carving this year. My show projects have 
become so involved that it takes me a long time to finish. I might need to change my ideas in 

the future. I hope I'll be able to finish the one I have in the 
works on time for the show. I am also guilty of taking some 
time off from carving to concentrate on other forms of art. I 
think once in a while it is good to give our hands some rest 
from the carving knives.

This past few months, I was lucky to get a commission to 
do a bronze. I've never done a bronze before so, of course, 
I was interested. I put my carving knives aside and started 
to work in clay which is a great medium to work with. My 
bronze will be displayed in a hospital in Gastonia. It was 
ordered by a friend, oncologist, who together with a local 
church will be donating the money for the commission. Here 
is the piece before bronzing. Enjoy!

                       Thank you all and Merry Christmas!
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If you are a club member, we ask that 
you register for the show as soon as 
possible. Thank you!

2016 
Showcase 
           of 
   Woodcarvings    

Showcase of Woodcarving 2016

February 20th & 21st. 2016

Our show committee members are working 
hard planning and organizing our show. We 

once again have a great line up of judges and 
seminar leaders attending this year. We have 
already published some of this information on 
our website.



Bill Johnson will be teaching a 
Beginner (Fundamentals) class 
on Chip Carving on March 18th 
and 19th 2016 at the Cathcart 
center of Carmel Presbyterian 
Church.

Class Size: Minimum 5; Maxi-
mum 8

Two-Day Tuition Cost: $100 per 
student.

Wood Cost: $10 (Includes 4” x 
12” study board and 3.5” square 
project blanks). 

Project: Four 3.5” Square Coast-
er Blanks

Tools and Supplies: Available 
for use at no cost. Students are 
encouraged to bring their own 
Wayne Barton knives or equiva-
lent.

We are pleased to announce 
that Steve Brown will be 
teaching a class next year for 
us. The dates so far are May 
20th - 21st. Cost of the class 
will be $150 and roughouts 
between $9 - $40.

There is plenty of time for this 
class. More information to 
come.

Steve is an excellent carver 
and teacher and a member of 
CCA. He has also served as 
a judge in many of our annual 
shows.

Steve BrownBill Johnson
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Club Activities

Desiree Hajny
Great news!

Desiree Hajny has agreed 
to teach a class, once 
again, for us after our annu-
al show. 

The class will be held 
February 26th - 28th. She 
will be teaching carving 
an animal. More details to 
come. Cost of the class will 
be $150.

Carving Classes



Steve Brown
Seventy Six Charlotte Woodcarvers, including their spouses, enjoyed a wonderful 
and lively Christmas Social on Tuesday evening, December 1, 2015 at the Carmel 
Presbyterian Fellowship Hall.  Once again, the group was entertained with favorite 
Christmas songs by the Barbershop Quartet made up by members of the Gold 
Standard Chorus and led by Paul Collom from the Matthews Woodcraft store.  
Over 150 exceptional carvings were on display for viewing by members to 
prove to their spouses that we, indeed, do carve when we are gone on Tues-
days.

A sumptuous buffet of ham and turkey was provided along with spouses 
bringing a large array of side dishes – and dessert.  The President as-
sured that we would not go away hungry – and we didn’t!

Following dinner, 43 door prizes were awarded to lucky ticket holders.  
The traditional toilet seat was won by Dorothy Moloney.  And we all 
had a lot of fun and laughs during this activity.  Many members men-
tioned that this was probably the most enjoyable social that the Club 
has ever had.

President Bob Warner and wife Pat are to be thanked for all the 
hard work that they did to make this a successful event for all.  
They individually collected and wrapped each door prize!  Also 
thanks to  Paul Collom and his Barbershop Quartet, Harris 
Teeter for subsidizing the cost of the turkey and ham, volun-
teers who assisted including as always, Bill and Judy Dom-
inick, the food which was brought for Loaves and Fishes 
– over 200 pound and lastly, but certainly not least – the 
gracious provision of the Fellowship Hall by Carmel Pres-
byterian Church and the setup by Coleman.  Get ready 
for the next Fellowship in 2016!!
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Club Activities

2016 Christmas Social   



2016 Christmas Social   

Our president speaking

Great Food!

Raffle Tables

Opening Raffle Prizes
Serenaded by the Barbershop 
Quartet

Eating great food prepared by members
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2016 Christmas Social   
Raffle Tables Carvings brought by members for display.
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Charlotte Woodcarvers Nominations for 
Club Officers/Board Positions

We are open for Officers/board nominees over the next two meetings. If you are interested in 
nominating someone for the board that you think would fit in any of these positions please let our 
president. Bob Warner or Rod Gatlin know. Current nominees are:

OFFICERS/BOARD:
     1. President:   Open
     2. Vice-president:  Joe Davis
     3. Secretary:  Claudia Wallace
     4. Treasurer:  Al Wheeler
     5.  At Large:  Janine Curlee
     6. Membership:        Neil Zyp

A Reminder to All Members

Our show is fast approaching and things are going to get 
hectic for those involved in registration for the show. If you 
are a member, we ask that you take the time to register for 
the show as soon as possible so we don't have to deal with it 
later. 

While you send your registration fee, you might also want to 
consider renewing your membership at the same time if it is 
due. Thank you.
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Club Activities



IF YOU ARE VOLUNTEERING FOR OUR SHOW, HERE ARE A FEW THINGS 
YOU NEED TO KNOW

If you are helping at our show with placement of carvings, here are a few things that were 
mentioned at our past 'Pizza Night' where Rod Gatlin gave a quick overview of some 

rules:

- If anyone has won "best of Intermediate', they must move to 'Open' 
    category.

- If Carvers put carvings on the categories they want but are not correct 
in their selection, their piece might not be judged. Volunteers need to be 

aware and tell carvers that their carvings do not belong in a category.

- If a piece has varnish or polyurethane finish, it is not considered 
painted.

- Wood burning is not considered painted.

- Judges should not move pieces, they will need to get a ref-
eree to do that.

- If you have a carving that is a group, you need to put 
them all in one base and not keep as separate pieces.

- Bark carvings with snow on them are considered 
painted.

- No matter how small the paint on a carving, 
it is considered painted.

- If Cypress knee carvings have any ad-
ditional -non wood materials, they will 

need to be moved to 'Misc.'

- If you have a spirit carved in 
cottonwood, you can place on 

spirit face or cottonwood cate-
gory.
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Club Activities



Trip to Dayton, Ohio 
(Artistry in Wood Event)

The "Artistry In Wood Show" in Dayton, Ohio is a competition show along with many vendors selling 
anything a carver would expect. You must be a registered exhibitor in the Artistry In Wood show to 
enter the competition. When the judging is completed all exhibitors pick up their carvings and take 
their carvings, along with any winning ribbons, back to their registered table for exhibition to the 
public. We congratulate Rod Gatlin and Bob Warner for bringing home some winning carvings.

While exhibiting carvings by our club members we also promoted our upcoming show by handing 
out show postcards and club information. We also displayed a large club banner behind our booth 
indicating the date of our show. We had many visitors visit our booth and are in hopes to see some 
of those visitors at our showcase.

I think a few of our first timers to the show came home with many bags of carving tools, wood and 
carvings to add to their collection

Left to Right:
Bob Warner, Rich DiFranco, Bill Moloney, Ron Dowdy, Claudia Wallace, Jim Prince, Rod Gat-
lin, Al Wheeler, Bob Rogers, Bob Benston 
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Club Activities



Trip to Dayton, Ohio 
(Artistry in Wood Event)

Left to Right:
Bob Warner, Rich DiFranco, Bill Moloney, Ron Dowdy, Claudia Wallace, Bill Johnson, Rod 
Gatlin, Al Wheeler, Bob Rogers, Bob Benston 

Ribbon winners from the Club's Tuesday carving meetings are:

Rod Gatlin - First place in "Moore Rough-Out- Human Figure"; Frankenstein out of Bass Wood  
Bob Warner - Third place in "Found Wood";  Wood Spirit out of Black Locust Wood
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Club Activities



  Tom Gow
Bark Carving Class

Front row sitting:
Claudia Wallace , Betsy Peace, Ann Davis, Betty Witzel, Jennifer Walker, Lee Arwood
Back row standing:
Tony Mullis, Paul DesRosiers, Neil Zyp, Ron Wood (assistant instructor), Tom Gow (instructor), Bob 
Slaughter, Henry Higginbotham, Bob Benston, Bill McCaughey, Bryan Lipps

Jennifer Walker received the "Cut Finger 
Award" for drawing first blood in the bark 
carving class. Only a few receive this award... 
Congratulations Jennifer

Claudia Wallace

Tom Gow bark carving class was held at Cathcart Center on the grounds of Carmel Presbyterian 
Church on November 6 & 7, 2015. We had 14 members in this class so Tom brought Ron Wood along 
to help out with this large class. From the results of completed carvings this was a very successful carv-
ing class. Thank you Tom and Ron for sharing your carving skills with our club members.  

Club Activities
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Claudia Wallace

  Tom Gow
Bark Carving Class

Club Activities
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  Tom Gow
Bark Carving Class

Club Activities
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  Tom Gow
Bark Carving Class

***** REMINDER *****

Here is the carving schedule for this month. Please notice that there is NO 
MEETING on Dec 15th at Carmel Church.

Tuesday Dec. 8th - Woodcraft Store 9 am till 12 noon  -  Carmel Church 3 pm 
till 7:30 pm

Tuesday Dec.  15th - Woodcraft Store 9 am till 12 noon  -  Carmel Church  NO 
MEETING

Tuesday Dec.  22 nd - Woodcraft Store 9 am till 12 noon  -  Carmel Church 3 pm 
till 7:30 pm

Tuesday Dec.  29 th - Woodcraft Store 9 am till 12 noon  -  Carmel Church 3 pm 
till 7:30 pm

MEETING SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
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Woodcarving  

Carving at Woodcraft Store   

Year Date Activity
2015 All Tuesdays in 

December except 
Dec 15th (only at 
Woodcraft)

• Carving at Woodcraft 9:00-12:00am          Woodcraft, Matthews
• Basic Woodcarving 3:00 - 5:00pm        Cathcart Ctr, Charlotte
• Carving at Cathcart Center 3:00 - 7:30pm       Cathcart Ctr, Charlotte

2016 Feb 6th-8th Eastern Carolina Wildfowl Festival                           North Carolina

Feb 26th-28th Desiree's Hayne Class . More detail coming

March 16th North Carolina Woodcarving Festival                       Raleigh, NC
March 18th&19th Chip Carvings with Bill Johnson                               Cathcart Ctr, Charlotte
April 9th Reid House demo
May 20th-21th Steve Brown's carving Class                                    Cathcart Ctr, Charlotte

CLUB ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

Year Date Activity
2016 Jan 9th - 

10th
Florida Nationals                                                            Punta Gorda, FL

Feb 5th-6th Eastern Carolina Wildfowl Festival                               Washington, NC
Feb 19th-21 2016 Showcase of Woodcarvings                                 Charlotte, NC

SHOWS/COMPETITIONS CALENDAR

Calendars
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Officers



President: 
Bob Warner 

Board Members Librarians

16 17

Charlotte Woodcarvers Club Newsletter - December 2015 / Volume 35, Issue 12

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Membership dues are $15 annually, payable on March 1. 
Make a check out to: Charlotte Woodcarvers Club, PO Box 
11894, Charlotte, NC 28220 (Check or cash also accepted at 
a regular meeting). Provide your name, address, phone num-
ber, and e-mail address when you pay.

Club treasurer is Al Wheeler (803-746-5422) and the Member-
ship Chairman is Neill Zyp (704-847-8377). If there are ques-
tions about your membership status, contact them.

CONTRIBUTORS:
Maria Senkel and other club members.

Please send emails to: clubnewse-
ditor@gmail.com.  ****Deadline for 
submissions is the 10th of every month 
to make it into the respective monthly 
issue.****

If you would like to write a short arti-
cle, we ask that it be strictly related 
to woodcarving. If you want to send 
Photos of carvings, they should be 
high resolution images with solid back-
ground if possible.

We'll make every effort to publish all 
submissions but we reserve the right to 
pick what makes it to the newsletter. 

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR NEWSLETTER

President: 
Bob Warner 

Vice-President:
Joe Davis

Secretary: 
Betty Witzel

704-568-5020

704-841-1233

Board Members
Membership 
Chairman:
Neil Zyp
704-847-8377

Special Projects: 
George Maillet 
(1 Year)

Special 
Projects:
Rebecca Black 
704-847-4047

  

Newsletter 
Editor, 

Web Design & 

Social Media:
 Maria Senkel

clubnewseditor@
gmail.com

(704-847-4764)

Officers Librarians

Bob Benston 

Betsy Peace

Treasurer:
Al Wheeler

Special  Projects: 
Janine Curlee
    (1 Year)

CWCC was founded in 1982 by Lee 
Dukes and eleven other carvers who   
wanted to have a local carving club
here in Charlotte.  

OUR MISSION
 The mission of Charlotte Woodcarv-
ers Club has always been to promote 
the art of woodcarving to the general 
public.  

ANNUAL SHOW
Our annual show started in 1983 and 
this year we celebrated our 33rd annual 
show.

WEEKLY CARVING LOCATIONS
Cathcart Center in Charlotte, NC
Woodcraft in Matthews, NC

OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 2014-2015
OFFICERS' CORNER

ABOUT THE CLUB

NEWSLETTER
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