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Club Newsletter 

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK 

CHARLOTTE WOODCARVERS 
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 

The Charlotte Woodcarvers Club's Christmas 
Social will be held on Tuesday, December 3, 

. 2013 in Carmel Presbyterian Church's Fel- 
, i .,- lowship Ha~I. S~t up time will be ~rom 4:30pm 
-;;.;'/I '.. . .• 5:30pm with dinner and the mam event from 

. .i, .... ,,,-. 6pm to 8pm. 

This is a potluck. The club will provide 
drinks, plates, cups, utensils and napkins. 
Members are requested to bring enough 
for themselves plus two others. This is a 
wonderful time of fellowship and good fun 
so bring spouses, friends, etc and show 
them what you have been doing with the 
club. Members with last names of A-M 
bring finger foods, sandwiches, etc. 
Members with last names of N-Z bring 
salads or desserts. Bring carvings 
which you have completed in class 
es/projects and any that you have 
shown to show others. If you can, 
please bring can goods (or other 
non-perishables) for Loaves and 
Fishes. The Pres will speak to 

us. Door prizes. Entertainment by 
.• "··, Barbe Shop Quartet and others by ..... 

·, Nancy Murray. 
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There might be hope after all. The other day, I was 
going through lots and lots of carving magazines 

from our library and I found a really interesting article 
on one of our favorite artist and carver, Desiree Hajny. 

The article talked about her background and how she 
ended up carving. It also showed a picture of De 
siree's first carving which I show here. The article was 
very inspirational and you could see, from the pic- 

tures, the tremendous 
improvement she has 
made since her first 
carving. It is clear 
proof of the power 
of 'practice makes 
perfect'. 

.. .,,, 
,',: ' .. ,.,_ ~~. 

:j4, ti- : 

In the article, she 
gives carvers a very 
good tip: Embrace 

Failure. In her words: "Art is the basis of everything 
made by man. It's the idea and the follow through 
on pursuing that idea. Take chances and experiment 
with your ideas. Don't be afraid of failure. We learn 
more and become better each time something doesn't 
work out. It's all part of the process. Reach for more, 
attempt to get better, and learn as much as you can 
whether you take classes or experiment on your own. 
Go to galleries, libraries and shows, and let yourself 
be excited about what you see." 

' 
Her First Carving 

Desiree's tip makes lots of sense and it is a good 
reminder that if we want to raise the quality of our 
carvings we need to take chances and accept failures 
along the way. 

Often times people tell me that I am more of an artist 
than a carver, to that I respond by saying that through- 

out the years, I have done exactly what Desiree says 
and the improvements have been enormous for me. 
I love trying new things and taking chances with my 
carvings. The biggest chance I took was creating my 
own designs and my own carvings based on those 
designs. There is something different and very special 
about creating something that is completely your own. 

I would add something more to Desiree's tip and that 
is, exercise your imagination and, occasionally, break 
the rules of design and craft practices. When we get 
too caught up on the rules and methods of our craft, 
we stifle innovation and creativity. The artists we 
admire are usually those that have created their own 
rules and teach others how to follow them but what 
if we were to create our own rules and do something 
totally different from main stream? That is when the 
true artist in you will start to emerge. So what do you 
say? Are you ready to give artistic freedom a try? 

How Desiree carves today 

81£2 i~ta <;J/411/kel 
clubnewseditor@gmail.com 
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Our 
Fall Wood 

carving Extravagan 
za continues this month 

and classes are in full swing. 
Club members are enjoying 
the generosity of other mem 
bers who are willing to teach 
them. Here you see Judy/ 
helping Rock with his 

Cypress Knee / 
Santa. 

CARVING WITH A MASTER 

I• ' 
' I -- iL 

,·:"- ~1/ - >./ 
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Tom Gow's Cottonwood Bark Carving Class was a success! 

Charlotte Woodcarvers were treated to a new 
type carving skill when Tom Gow taught a Cotton 
wood Bark Carving class at the Cathcart Center. 
Attending the classes were Joe Bomba, Claudia 
Wallace, Jim Horn, George Maillet, Maria Sen 
kel, Jim LaFramboise, Sachiko Day, Don Millsaps 
and Ray Branch. It was a very enjoyable class 
as we learned from Tom, a Professional Carver 
and member of the Southern Highlands Guild. All 
carved whimsical cottages and all were unique. 
Very different carving and fun - with lots of Super 
Glue included!! Tom was assisted by Ron Wood 
from Prosperity, SC. 

Tom Gow demonstrating at the Cotton Wood Bark 
Class at Cathcart. 

Bark Carvers Ray, Maria, Clau 
dia Wallace, Joe, Don, Jim Horn, 
Sachiko, Tom Gow and George 
Maillet. Missing from photo is Jim 
LaFrambosie. 
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Tom Gow's Class cont'd 

Tom Gow's Bark Carving class on Nov 
1-2, 2013 at Cathcart Center. Pictured 
are: Front: Bob Landers, Joe Davis, 
Claudia Wallace, Tom Gow, Bob 
Slaughter, Rebecca Black, Judy Left 
wich (behind Rebecca) Back: Ron 
Wood, George Maillet, Bob Warner, 
John Geraci(Club member from Sum 
merville, SC), Neil Zyp, Mike Barton 
(Piedmont Woodcarvers) RC Day and 
Tom Kavanagh 

SPECIAL CHARLOTTE WOODCARVERS 
The Charlotte Woodcarvers is fortunate to have exceptionally 
talented members who share their woodcarving skills with 
other members of the club. Fred Botzenhart, a resident of 
Waxhaw.NC, is one such member. Fred is a long time carv 
er who has been a club member about four years. Fred and 
Judy, originally from New York, traveled the USA for eight 
years with Life for Christ- associated with the Lutheran 
Church - in construction of churches. Fred's carving special 
ty is carving and finishing shore birds. He has a love for the 

beautiful 
, 
' 

. ' ' 
11';..,,'h ... 

form of 
these birds 
and not only carves these birds but also knows their 

I.,,. history. Fred has taught carving shore birds for club 
' ... members in the spring and plans to share his carving 
>'~ skill with our club members again in the spring, 2014 

after they return from winter in Florida. Sign up early for 
these popular classes. 

R t\SSWOOD KNIFE CARVING COMPETITION 
Helvie Wood Carvers Knives has announced their "2nd Annual Basswood Knife Carving Compe 
tition!". All participants will need to have their entry returned to Helvie Knives by March 14, 2014. 
If you are interested in participating, please contact them via phone at 765-675-8811 , via e-mail at 
zen@tiptontel.com, or via mail at Helvie Knives PO Box 145 Tipton, IN 46072. 

Samples of last year's competition 
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**** WINNER AT THE NC STATE FAIR*"'** 

Mickey Gaines, a member of our club won recently at the NC State Fair with this awesome piece. 
Congrats, Mickey! 
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IN MEMORIAM 
- --- - -- - ·- - - . - - - - . . 

Pen:y T. "Pete" Sowcli 

"The club regrets to announce the passing of former long time member a. 
Perry T. "Pete" Sowell, Sr on October 9, 2013. Pete was an active member of the Charlotte 
Woodcarvers Club in the 1990s and early 2000s and was former Treasurer of the club. Pete 
enjoyed woodcarving and even when he was an accomplished carver, he continued to take 
instruction with Lee Dukes and Ken Buker at the Shepards Center. Pete served in the US Ma- 
rine Corps, 2nd Division in the Pacific and was a drill instructor for four years. After the military, 
Pete had a career in the insurance business until his retirement. Memorials: Diabetes Research 
Foundation, Charlotte Chapter, 9140 Arrowpoint Drive, Charlotte, NC 28273. Condolences at 
www.HarryandBryantFuneralHome.com " 

Larry Kir!(wood 

Larry Kirkwood passed away recently after a lengthy battle with can 
cer. Larry was a regular at various shows in the area and entered 
many pieces in competition" 
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About The Raffle Table At Our Show 

Raffle table Coordinator, Bob Warner, was gracious enough to answer 
some questions about the raffle table at the show. Bob says: 

"The raffle table is about the carvers and all the visitors having fun 
during the show. Looking and wishing at all the beautiful donated 
carvings, many different knives, magazines and carving material; all in 
hopes for their name being called as a winner of their favorite item or 
items." 

".1\ 

Bob Warner How many items do we usually raffle at the show? I would say in 
the neighborhood of 75 items for the raffle. I would like to see 85 items 
this year. 

Who donates these items? Carvers, Vendors, Suppliers, the Club as well as Organizations. 

What were last years' statistics from the raffle table? 
Silent Auction: John C. Campbell $350; Carved Nativity Scene $225, Hungry Carver $119 and 
the Raffle we had 70 items and took in $2,023 for a total of $2,717. 

There were 121 carvers that exhibited in the competition. There were 703 carvings in the 
competition. 14 states and 26 different clubs represented. 4 Seminars presented. Over 2,000 
visitors attended the two day event. The club also signed up over 20 new members. 

How much did we raise last year? TOTAL = $2717 .00 

What about the silent auction? $575 (JC Campbell & Nativity scene) 

Are carvers automatically registered to win something? Yes, and we are thinking of 1 big 
item this year and maybe some smaller ones also. ALL registered carvers will be given a sign 
up number when registered and we will pull from those numbers, refer to the registered list 
and BINGO, we have a winner. Everything not final as yet but this is pretty close. 

What about the John Campbell School? Silent Auction $350.00 

Anything you would like to tell the membership about the raffle table? Yes, please click 
here for ticket information. 
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WAXHAW FALL TREASURES FESTIVAL 

Once again, Charlotte Woodcarvers displayed carvings, demo carved and promoted the club 
and show while carving on various projects. Beautiful weekend with thousands of folks, great BBQ 
and good fellowship. A steady stream of visitors to our booth showed an interest in the club and our 
February Show and a lot of promotional material was handed out. Joe Bomba, as usual did a great 
job of coordinating this event. Eight Char 
lotte Woodcarvers participated including 
Bob Benston, Bob Warner, Bill McCaughy, 
Fred Bozenhart, Ed Lyzak, Maria Senkel 
and Ray Branch. Joe was very popular 
with families as he carved and gave 
away owls to the children who came by. 
Thanks to Fred Bozenhart for the loan 
of his canopy which saved the club from 
these expenses. Great antique car show 
on Sunday. Waxhaw committed to once 
again publicize our Showcase in 2014. 

. .. 
Bill waiting to get a massage 
from the next booth 

.. , 

Joe, Ray, Maria, Bob Benston,Bill, and Bob. Missing 
from photo were Ed Lysak and Fred Bozenhart 

I 
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Joe Bomba with his two granddaugh 
ters and great grands at Waxhaw 
Festival 

While we were promoting the club, Ray 
sneaked out to the next booth for a 
free massage. 
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Once again, Charlotte Woodcarvers supported the Catawba Woodcarvers Show held in Hickory 
on Saturday, October 19, 2013. Eleven carvers attended the show with a total of 35 Carvings 
entered in competition with numerous blue ribbons. Also, Charlotte members won several door 
prizes at the show. Neil Zyp was a big winner in blue ribbon and Tony Mullis won 1st place on his 
first competition. Don McHugh and club put on a great show. 

Carver Total Carvings 1st 2nd 3rd HM Total Ribbons 
Place Place Place 

Tony Mullis 1 1 1 
Darlene Tarlton 3 1 1 1 3 

Rebecca Black 8 2 2 2 1 7 
Neil Zyp 9 2 2 2 6 

Bob Warner 14 2 2 8 12 

Totals 35 6 7 5 11 29 

Rebecca Black entered the "Hound Dog" whittling contest and came home with 3rd place 

' •• I, 

!t-11 .~-. • 

I• 
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Juaine (?), Rebecca, Bob,Darlene Tarleton, 
Bob Barts, Tony Mullis, Dean Wright, Neil, 
Betty Peace,Stan Witzel and Betty Witzel. 
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.. ····k·'· FOR f;I_UB MEMBERS. PLEASE READ********** 
This is a reminder that if you are participating in our show competition, the board asks that you 
make every effort to fill out the show application as soon as possible and submit it, along with pay 
ment, to our treasurer, Tom Kavanagh. You do not need to know how many carvings you'll be en 
tering at this time, all that information will be taken care of later. By submitting your application early, 
you take a huge load off of the volunteers at the registration table, the day of the event. 

We also ask members to pay for next years' membership dues ahead of time and not during regis 
tration the day of the event. The best scenario is for you to submit the show application along with 
payment and your membership dues all at once prior to the event. Thank you for your understand 
ing. I 

' 'nodr.arving 
Time: -3~90 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Cathcart Center, Carmel Presbyterian Church, 2049 Carmel Road 

, . Hvinft at Woodcraft Store 
Time: Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Location: Windsor Square, Matthews, NC 
Note: Free coffee. Lots of carving and discussion of world issues. Good fellowship. 
Doughnuts sometimes. Woodcraft has published us in their monthly fliers and publicize 
our activities. 

" . 
Year Date 
2013 Nov 9-10 

2014 Jan 11th - 
12th 
Feb 21-23 

"Artistry in Wood' 
Dayton Airport Expo Center Brochure: Click here 

Dayton, Ohio. 

Florida Winter National Wood Art Expo Punta Gorda, FL '(f!i., 

& Competition. For Information: http://f/woodartexpo.comlindex.html 

Charlotte Woodcarvers Charlotte, NC 
"SHOWCASE OF WOODCARVINGS". Click here for brochure 
Marion Diehl Recreation Center, 2219 Tyvola Road. 

May Evergreene Woodcarvers Show Greenville, Tennessee 

June Triad Woodcarvers Show 
Contact: Tim Trudgeon (more info coming) 

Winston Salem, NC 

Year Date Activi 
2013 NOV 5, 12, 

19 & 26 
• Carving at Woodcraft 9:00-12:00am 
• Basic Woodcarving 3:00 - 5:00pm 
• Carving at Cathcart Center 3:00 - 7:30pm 

Woodcraft, Matthews 
Cathcart Ctr, Charlotte 
Cathcart Ctr, Charlotte 

Dec 3rd Christmas Social Cathcart Ctr, Charlotte 
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OFFICERS' CORNER 

iFF!< ,F.RS AND 80,l\RD MEMBERS 

:KY 
Officers 

President: Harry Lawrence 
704-589-0829 

Vice-President: Debra Downer 
704-399-2085 

Secretary: Betty Witzel 
704-841-1233 

Treasurer: Tom Kavanagh 
803- 7 46-5422 

Board Members 
Membership 
Chairman: 
Neill Zyp 

704-847-8377 
Special Projects: 

Rebecca Black (3 Years) 
704-84 7-404 7 

Special Projects: 
Joe Davis (1 Year) 
704-568-5020 

-------------------------- 
Newsletter Editor: 

Maria Senkel 
clubnewseditor@gmail.com 

Website Editor: Maria Senkel 

{)f 

2013 - 2014 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Membership dues are $15 annually, payable on 
March 1. Make a check out to: Charlotte Wood 
carvers Club, PO Box 11894, Charlotte, NC 
28220 (Check or cash also accepted at a regular 
meeting). Provide your name, address, phone 
number, and e-mail address when you pay. 

Club treasurer is Tom Kavanagh (803-746-5422) 
and the Membership Chairman is Neill Zyp (704- 
847-8377). If there are questions about your 
membership status, contact them. 

ABOUT THE CLUB 
The CWCC was founded in 1982 by Lee 
Dukes and eleven other carvers who 
wanted to have a local carving club here 
in Charlotte. 

OUR MISSION 
The mission of the Charlotte Woodcarv 
ers Club has always been to promote the 
art of woodcarving to the general public. 

ANNUAL SHOW 
Our annual show started in 1983 and this 
year we celebrated our 30th annual show. 

WEEKLY CARVING LOCATIONS 
Cathcart Center in Charlotte, NC 
Woodcraft in Matthews, NC 

MEMBERSHIP 
As of July 2013, we have a total of 
138 active members. 

ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER 
CONTRIBUTORS: 
Ray Branch, Harry Lawrence, Maria 
Senkel. 

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR NEWSLETTER 

Please send emails to: clubnewseditor@ 
gmail.com. ****Deadline for submissions 
is the 10th of every month to make it into 
the respective monthly issue.**** 

If you would like to write a short article, 
we ask that it be strictly related to wood 
carving. If you want to send Photos of 
carvings, they should be high resolution 
images with solid background if possible. 

We'll make every effort to publish all sub 
missions but we reserve the right to pick 
what makes it to the newsletter. 
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